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he seventy-fifth anniversary of the Howard Karagheusian Commemorative
Corporation offers the opportunity to present to our people a review of its
s o c i a l , m e d i c a l , and educational services in the Middle East, E u r o p e, a n d
A r m e n i a .

The picture of its vast field of service is given in this booklet through its history, n a r r a t e d
briefly by the Fo u n d a t i o n ’s Directors, and as exemplified by the statistics of one year (1995).
What is less tangible, yet more significant, is its mode of operation and its spirit.

The Karagheusian family has been the epitome of quiet and non-publicity seeking
s e r v i c e. The establishment of the Foundation was a distinct expression of noble human
kindness to turn a misfortune—the loss of an adolescent son—into goodness through
s e r v i c e, s u ch as the gathering of orphans and giving them a “ H o m e.”

This noble legacy was firmly upheld in its formative years and thereafter by Mr. and Mrs.
Noubar Tavitian in their direction of the Fo u n d a t i o n ’s activities in different fields and in
every country where the Foundation spread its service.

After Mr. and Mrs. Mihran Karagheusian, their daughter, Miss Leila Karagheusian
undertook the chief responsibility in the nineteen thirties due to Mr. K a r a g h e u s i a n ’s
business demands. She proved to be the embodiment of modest, q u i e t , s a c r i f i c i n g, a n d
attentive efforts, a l ways mindful of the needs of her people. She worked without
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , with highly demanding standards, w h i ch became the hallmark of her
governing bodies and her staff. The centers of the Foundation became exemplary on an
international level and served as centers for training in social work. They became models
and recognized by governments as such .

T h u s, in a short period of time, the Karagheusian Foundation widened its enterprise for
o r p h a n s, establishing preventive and treatment centers for health and nutritional
provisions for needy ch i l d r e n . It established residences in A t h e n s, S y r i a , and Lebanon;
organized summer and evening classes in language, t y p i n g, home economics, d r e s s m a k i n g,
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and art for children who had not been able to complete sch o o l . These courses yielded double
benefits of employment and improvement of living standards of poverty stricken families.
D r. Karam Harfouch e, Professor of Medicine at the American University of Beirut during
the fifties wrote that the social life and health of the heavily populated lower class of Bourj
Hamoud indicated a marked improvement in the quality of the life of the A r m e n i a n s
compared to their non-Armenian counterparts due to the services of the Karagheusian
Fo u n d a t i o n . Here it must be noted as an aside, that the Foundation has always welcomed
and assisted needy non-Armenians as well as A r m e n i a n s.

To d ay, Miss Leila Karagheusian, at an advanced age, derives a deep satisfaction from the
Fo u n d a t i o n ’s efforts in a new field of service. That new field is A r m e n i a , where four dental
cl i n i c s, in four different cities, i n cluding one in A r t s a k h , operate with state of the art
equipment and with devoted and capable staff members providing needed dental care for
5–15 year old Armenian youngsters. The demand for care at the clinics is so great that it
takes several months to obtain an appointment. The clinics are also utilized for in-service
training of local dentists in A r m e n i a .

Leila Karagheusian, with the grace of her more than nine decades of life, brings her
attentive presence to the administrative work and meetings of the Fo u n d a t i o n ’s governing
b o d i e s, inspiring alert, e n t h u s i a s t i c, and caring service, without publicity. It was in this vein
that characteristically she did not accede to requests for public observances of the seventy-
fifth anniversary of her Fo u n d a t i o n .

We offer this booklet, on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Howa r d
Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation, as a memorial to the Karagheusian Family and
the Karagheusian Fo u n d a t i o n , with sincere pride, pleasure and appreciation, and to provide
the Armenian people with a glimpse of what they may expect from the Howa r d
Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation in the decades ahead.
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a ou e rt Gara khøx; an |i,a ta ki Fimn a rkin ;ø j an a s oun fi ng a m ; a ke ba-

r; pa t;f a®ije k∞ e n‘ a\h m;r vo[owou rdin n;rka\ a z n ; lou an or enk; ra\ i n %

a ® o[=a pa fa kan … krj a kan ‘a®a\ ou j iune Mi=in Ar… ; lqi% :u ropa\i …

F a\ a s tani mh=!

Ir endar]ak ‘a®a\ ou j ; an pa tk; re a\s grq o\ kin mh= ke pa r xoui an or anz; ali …

n ; rka\i pa tm a kan oŵ fa kiry k; rpow nka rag roua‘ Fimn a rki tnø rhnn ; roun ko[mh% ib r

ø rinak ‘a®a\ o[ mhk ta rou an (1995) wiya kag rou j ; an me \ara kzouj;amb! Nou ax

matc;li … saka\n \o\v ka r… or fang a m anq ê Fimn a rkin gor ‘ ; lou ]…n ou ogin ;n !

G a ra khøx; an g;rd a s tane biu r; [a zoume ;[a‘ h lou® ‘a®a\ ou j ; an! Fimn a rki n

fa s ta toume .ø s oun arta\ a\ tou j iunn h mard ka\in axn iu baro\ a kan t; s ilq i n—
dv b a . tou j iun mê pa tani xa u ki me korou s te% w; ra‘;l ‘a®a\ ou j ; an bariqi% fa u aq ; l

orb;r ou an onz tal TOUN !

A\s w;f va®ange amour pa fou ;zau Thr … Tkn & N ou par Dauij ; ann ; rou tnø rhn ou-

j;amb Fimn a rki gor ‘ oun hou j ; an xan axan marx; roun mh= … amhn ;rkri% our Fimn a rke

ta ra ‘ ;z ir bariq ê ir kaxm a u orm an ,r =anin jh a\ n ou f; t… !

T hr … Tkn& Mifran Gara khøx; ann ; rhn ;tq% ;rb ir;nz dou s trê Ør& Lila Ga-

ra khøx; an% stan ]n ;z gl.auor pa ta s . an a tou ou j iun ;r; s oun a kan jou a kann ; roun %

; [au marmn a zoume fam;st% lou®% xo fab;r ou b‘ a .n d ir =anq ; rou% mi,t akan= dn ; low

ir vo[owou rdin ka riqn ; roun! Gor ‘ ;z a®anz .trou j ; an% b‘ a .n d ir maka rd a kow% oronq

ka r g a .øs dar]an ir wa r c a kan gor ‘ a ki z n ; roun … pa ,t øn ; an ; roun famar! Fimn a r-

kin k; d ronn ; re dar]an øri n a k; l î mi=axg a\in ca'an i ,ow% … ‘a®a\ ;zin ib r… fa-

m als a ran a kan ou s an o[n ; rou wa r v ou j ; an k; d ron^ enk; ra\in ‘a®a\ ou j ; an marxin mh=%

p; tou j iunn ; rou ko[mh yan c zou ; low ib r… tipar k; d ronn ; r !

A\ s phs% kary at;n hn Gara khøx; an Fimn a rke endar]aka‘ hr orb ; rou .n a m a-

ta rou j ; an ];®n a rkê fa s ta t; low ka riq a u or ;ra . an ; rou snn d a kan … a®o[=a-

pa fa kan arg;lic … bouvic darm an a tounn;r% ka ® ouz; low bn a ka rann;r Ajhnq% Sou ria

… Lib an an% kaxm a k; rp; low ama®n a\in … iri kn a\in dasenjazqn;r dprozaxou rk ka m

j ; rous pa tan i n ; roû l;xoui% m;q ;n ag rou j ; an% a®tnin tnt; s ou j ; an% ];®ag or ‘ i %
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g ; [a rou ; s ti marx; roun mh=! A\s dasenjazqn ; rhn b.o[ xo\g bariqn;r ;[an^ gor ‘ i

a ® a =n ord;l pa tanin;r … bar; lau;l apr; la k; rpe a[q a tik kam fam;st enta-

n iqn ; rou% a\ n phs me or \is oun a kan jou a kann ; roun Ph\ rouji Am;ri k; an Famals a ran i

Bv,ka kan Bav an m ounqi dasa.øs D r. Karam Harfouch e Poury Famou ti fa\ a fo ‘

a [q a tik% ,at fam;st dasakargin enk; ra\in k; anqin masin ka ta ra‘ ou s ou mn a s i-

rou j ; an mh= ke grhr jh fa\ fa m a\ nqin k; anqi ora ke xg ali bar; la u oum ke \a\ t n a b ; rh

b a [d a tmamb oc - fa\ dra zi n ; roû ,nor fiu Gara khøx; an fimn a rki ‘a®a\ ou j ; an! Jh …

F imn a rke =an a za‘ h ‘a®a\;l fa\ ou j ; an% phtq h \i,;l or  ir dou®e baz pa fa‘ h oc -

fa\ ka rø t; aln ; rou …ŝ bn a kanabar nou ax ‘rag r; al ,; ,tow!

A\ sør% Ør& Lila Gara khøx; an% ir \a®a=a z; al ta riqin% fog ; kan \au;l; al gofou-

n a kou j iun me ouni i t;s Fimn a rkin ‘a®a\ ou j ; an nor da,tin% or Fa\ a s tann ou

A r za .n ;n% … our cors ta rb;r qa[aqn ; rou mh= cors dara m an a tounn;r ke gor ‘ ;n

n orag o\n t; s a ki kaxm a ‘n ; row% nou ir; al … ];®n fas pa ,t øn houj;amb% ‘a®a\ ; lou

famar 5-15 ta rou fa\ ord i n ; rou ata mn ; rou a®o[=ou j ; an a\ n pisi ja'ow me% or fa rk

k∞ ella\ 7-8 amis spas;l vamadrou j ; an jou a kanin fa s n ; lou famar! Darm an a-

tounn ; re na… ke ‘a®a\ ;n ib r… ata mn a b o\vn ; rou w; ra pa tra s toumi k; d ronn ; r !

Lila Gara khøx; an^ ir ine ta s n a m ; a kn ; re glo[ anz n o[ ,ouq oŵ ir acalou r =

n ; rka\ ou j iune ke ,a roun a kh b;r;l wa r c a kan gor‘in … wa r c a kan vo[own ; roun %

n ; r , n c ; low arj oun% a,. o\v% b‘ a .n d ir ‘a®a\ ou j iun% mi*,t l® ; l; a\n! A\ s phs h or an

c e n d a ® a =;z or…h fra pa ra ka\in ;lo\ j î ;ø j an a s oun fi ng a m ; a kin a®ij ow!

F ; t…abar% a\s grq o\ ke k∞ e n‘ a\ oui ib r… \ou ,a m a t; an Gara khøx; an En tan iqin …

G a ra khøx; an Fimn a rki n^ w; r =inin ;ø j an a s oun fi ng a m ; a kin a®ij ow% … ke matouzou i

m;r vo[owou rd i n^ ibr na.;rganq gal iq ta s n a m ; a kn ; rou gor ‘ oun hou j ; an !

WA R CA KAN MA RMI N

F AOU E RT G A RA KHØX : AN

| I < AT A KI F IMN A RKI
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| iraui Ma rd a s irou j iunn ou Bar;g or ‘ ou j iune safm ann;r c;n yan a c oum! Fa\ vo[o-

wou rde ,at lau gith nranz hou j iune … na… mard a s ira kan ou bar;g or ‘ a kan fa s-

ta tou j iunn ; ri arv…orou m e !

D a ra s kxbin :ritj ou rq ; ri kaxm a k; rpa‘ fa m axg a\in a[htiz 'rkoua‘ .l; a kn ;-

re k;n s a pa\ m ann;r ou s'o'anq gtan axg a\in ou mi=axg a\in baxoum mard a s ira-

kan fa s ta tou j iunn ; ri øgn ouj;amb% incphŝ  Fa\ ka kan Bar;g or ‘ a kan En dfan ou r

M iou j iune% M;lg on ; an Krj a kan Fasta tou j iune% Galoust Kiulp;n k; an Fimn a rkou-

j iune% Am;ri ka\i Mis ion ; ra kan En k; rou j iune% Famaxg a\in M,a kou j a\in En k; rou j iu-

ne% Dproza s hr Tikn anz Wa r v a rane% Fa\ Øgn ou j ; an Miou j iune% Wa rd an Yini,; an

~ on te% M.ij a r; anz Mou ra t - Â a` a\ hl; an Wa r v a rane … tasn;ak a\l fimn a d ra m-

n;r! Famaxg a\in ;ra . tag itou j ; an arvan a za‘ a\s kaxm a k; rpou j iunn ; ri ,a rq ou m

ir ou ro\n t; [n ouni Faou e rt Gara khøx; an |i,a ta ki Fasta tou j iun ê  wa r c a ka-

nø rhn inqn ou ro\ n % axg a\in% krøn a kan … qa[aq a kan kaxm a k; rpou j iunn ; riz an ka . %

a\l mia\ n^ axg a\in mia s n a kan ou j ; an emb®n ou m ow% bolori fan d hp gor ‘ a kza kan dir-

q oro,ou m ow mi fa s ta tou j iun% ori fimn a d rm an 75-am;akn h a\s ta ri !

1921 jou a kanin Niu :orq oum% Mifran … Xaphl Gara khøx; ann ; re i \au;rvazou m

ir;nz wa [am;®ik ord oû  Faou e rti \i,a ta ki% fimn oum ;n Faou e rt Gara khøx; an |i-

,a ta ki Fasta tou j iun ê fa\ man ou kn ; ri .n a mqi … krj ou j ; an kaxm a k; rpm an npa-

ta kow!

G a ra khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an gor ‘ oun hou j ; an a®a=in ,r =ane sks u oum h Pols ou m %

our 1921 jou a kani Øg os tosin bazu oum h Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Toune … ir .n a m a-

kalou j ; an tak h w; r z n oum ,our= 100 d;®ati fa\ orb ; ri! A\n orb an oz hr% ba\z koc u ou m

hr Toun^ fa\ orb ou kn ; ri entan ; kan =; rm ou j iun ou qa[zrou j iun fa [ord ; lou mitou m ow!

: r;q ta ri \;to\% 1924 jou a kanin% qa[aq a kan ann past pa\ m ann ; ri f; t… an-

q ow san ; re 'o. a d ru oum ;n ~ran s ia% our nranz ;n mian oum na… |oun a s tan i z

b ; roua‘ ou ri, fa\ orb;r! A\ s t;[ orb ; ri famar st; [‘ u oum ;n k;zou j ; an … krj ou j ; an

b a u a rar pa\ m ann;r … endoun ; low `ran s ia kan krj a kan p; ta kan ‘rag ire % b a\ z

pa fpan ; low na… fa\ ; rhni dasav a m ; re % fi ng ta rou a\ enjazq oum ka ro[an oum ;n

krj ou j ; an ora ke bar]razn;l `ran s ia kan p; ta kan pa fan =n ; ri maka rd a ki n % ori

famar hl 1929 jou a kanin `ran s ia kan ka ® a wa rou j iune bar; rar Mifran Gara-

khøx; anin pa r g … a troum h ªL;v ion t∞Øn hørºi ª<walihº ,q an ,an ow!

1 9 3 0 - a kan jou a kann ; rin AMN-i tnt; s a kan ygn avami ta ri n ; rin Mifran Ga-

ra khøx; ane m;‘ niu j a kan an kou mn;r kr; low fand;r]% fa s ta tou j ; an `ix iq a kan

\ a tka zou mn ; re pa ka s ;z n ; low ang a m % ka ro[an oum h pa fpan;l Gara khøx; an Tan

g o\ ou j iune … ,a roun a k;l fa\ man ou kn ; ri krj a kan … a®o[=a pa fa kan srb axan gor-

‘ oun hou j iun e !

Au;li ,at xba[oua‘ lin;low ir tnt; s a kan gor ‘ oun hou j iune bar; la u ; lou .n d ir n ;-

row% Mifran Gara khøx; ane 1933 jou a kanin Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n t-

ron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an na.ag a fi pa rta kan ou j iunn ; re 'o. anzoum h ir dst; r̂  øriord
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Lh\la Gara khøx; anin% orn hl gl.auor; low Fasta tou j iune o*c mia\n pa fpan oum h

‘n o[n ; ri ko[miz na.an ,oua‘ ou[in% a\l… fa u a ta rim mn alow mard a s ira kan …

b a r; s ira kan srb axan npa ta kn ; ri n^ au;li h endla\ n oum jh* aspa rhxe … jh*

a ,. a r fag rou j iun e !

~ ran s ia\ oum Faou e rt Gara khøx; an Toune gor ‘ oum h minc… 1936% ou s oum talow …

a r f;stn;r sowor;z n ; low ,our= 200 orb ; ri !

A\ n ou f; t… Fasta tou j iunn ir gor ‘ oun hou j iune 'o. a d roum h Ajhnq% our 1938-iz

‘ a u al; low la\n gor ‘ oun hou j iun% B& F a m a ,. a r fa\in Pa t; raxmi dv ou a rin ta ri n ; ri n

n ;zouk h kangn oum fa\ ka riq a u or entan iqn ; ri n^ stan ]n ; low ªman kanz a®o[=a pa-

fou j ; an … bar; k;zou j ; an gor‘eº! Fimn ; low Gara khøx; an A®o[=a pa fa kan K;n tron

… Fa\ A®aq ; la kan% Fa\ Au ; ta ran a kan … Fa\ Kajolik dproz n ; ri a,a k; rt n ; ri

a ® o[=ou j ; an ou krj a kan pa\ m ann ; ri bar; la u m an amhnø r; a\ a,. a tanqin xoug a-

f; ® % ‘ a u aloum h na… man ka .n a m ou j ; an … enk; ra\in endar]ak ‘a®a\ ou j iun^ tra-

. om a\i … mala ria\i fa m a ya ra ka\in pa\q a r % j oq a . ti bouv oum% fiu an d a pa fou fi-

n ; ri tna\in a\ z; lou j iunn;r% kaji … ]kan iu[i ba,. oum% ga[jakann ; rin bn a ka ran-

n ; ri \atka zoum% Am;ri ka\iz b;roua‘ fag ou s t; [hni ba,. oum% a[q a t n ; ri k; ra krm an

. o fan oz % ‘ ; r; ri øgn ou j ; an jo,a k % ø d an a u a\in ®mbako ‘ ou j iunn ; riz a[; t; aln ; ri

øgn ou j iun …a\ln% …a\ln! Vaman a ki pa fan =n ; rin fa m a pa ta s . an øgn ou j ; an ]…;re

'o'o. ou j iun kr; low fand;r]% Fasta tou j ; an \oun a s tan ; an gor ‘ oun hou j iune ,a rou-

n a ku oum h minc… 1995!

1939 jou a kaniz sksa‘ Fasta tou j iune% xoug a f;®abar% no\ n a tip gor ‘ oun hou j iun

h ‘aual;l na… Siria\ oum … Lib an an oum% … fimn oua‘ Bh\ rouji% A\ nya ri% Falhpi %

{a m i ,l ii … Q;sabi Gara khøx; an man ka .nam k;n tronn;rn ou darm an a t n ; re ir;nz

g or ‘ oun hou j ; an 55 ta ri-

n ; ri enjazq oum bouv ; l %

krj;l … .nam;l ;n faxa-

ra u or fa\ man ou kn ; ri ou

pa tan i n ; ri% … a\ sør hl

,a roun a koum ;n mn al

pa t n h ,i wra\ … ka ta r; l

ir;nz srb axan a®aq ;-

lou j iun e !

A m ;n a\n gn a fa tanq i

… ;ra . tag itou j ; an ar-

v ani Gara khøx; an Fas-

ta tou j iune% i fa rkh% chr

ka ro[ \a[jafa r;l >or-

frd a\in Miou j ; an ;r-

ka j ; a\ wa rag o\ re …

m a rd a s ira kan gor ‘ ou-

n hou j iune ta ra‘;l Ma\ r

F a\ r;n iq ou m !
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A,. a r fi cors ‘ag ; riz Fa\ a s tani a[; t; al vo[ow rdin øgn ou j ; an 'ou j a zo[ fa\

… øtar kaxm a k; rpou j iunn ; ri a®a=in ,a rq ; roum hr Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j iun e %

orn 1988-1992 jou a kann ; ri enjazq oum Fa\ a s tan a®aqa‘ d;[ora\q ow% snoun d ow %

fag ou s t; [hn ow j;j…azn;low m;r vo[ow rdi fogse% a\ n ou f; t… fa u a ta rim mn alow mn a-

\ oun ka ® o\zn;r … ,a roun a ka kan ‘rag r;r irag or ‘ ; lou ir skx b ounq i n % mhk mil ion do-

lar tra m a d r; low% Fa\ Bar;g or ‘ a kan En dfan our Miou j ; an f;t fa m a t;[ fimn;l h

: r… ani w; ra kangn o[a kan wira b ouv ou j ; an bav an m ounqe% orn a\ sør hl ,a roun a kou m

h a®o[=a pa fa kan a®aq ; lou j iune ªHr; b ouniº fiu an d an ozoum … k; anqi koc oum Fa-

\ a s tani baxoum qa[aq a zi n ; ri% Arza . oum … Fa\ a s tani safm anam;r] ,r =ann ; rou m

. ; [oua‘ fa\ qa=a ri a\ r; ri !

1991-in Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n tron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an pa tou ira kn ; ri

( W; ra pa tou;li Â& Sa r g s ; an% Dokt & T a ragy; an% Dokt & Pan tax; an ) … Fa\ a s-

tani A®o[=a pa fou j ; an Na.ara rou j ; an (Na.arar M& N axa rhj ; an) mi=… sto-

rag rou;l h a®a=in fa m a ] a\ n ag ire Fa\ a s tan oum Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an

k;n tron fimn ; lou … man ka kan an wyar ata mn a b ouv a ran baz; lou masin!

1992-in% a\d npa ta kow% na.ara rou j ; an ko[miz \atka zou;l h Norqi ªNari n h º

a ® o[=a rani tnt; s a kan masna,hnqe% ori ,i n - w; ran orog m an a,. a tanqn ; re sks ou ; l

;n no\n jou a kanin% gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an mi=oz n ; row!

N o\n jou a kanin granzou;l h ªFa\ a s tani Fowa rd Karag\ ox\ anº fa s ta tou j ; an

kan on a d rou j iun e !

1993-i Aprili 27-in t;[i h oun ;z;l Fa\ a s tani F& G a ra khøx; an K;n tron i

pa ,t øn a kan bazoume% …

Ma\ isi 3-iz sks;l h gor-

‘;l man ka kan ata mn a-

b ouv a kan kl i n i kan 3 ka-

b i n ; t n ; row^ \ag ;za ‘

a m ; ri k; an vaman a ka ki z

s a rq a u orou mn ; row% gor-

‘ iqn ; row% bouv an iu j ; row

… a\l an frav ; ,t ir; row!

1993-i |oul isiz K;n t-

ron oum gor ‘ oum ;n ];®a-

g or‘i … 'a\ ti g;[a r-

ou ; s ta kan m,a km an

. m b a kn;r% our \aya . ou m

;n Norq ja[amasi 12-15

ta r; kan pa tanin;r …

a [=i kn ; r % oronq anz n ou m

;n ‘rag ra u oroua‘ ou s ou-

zo[a kan dasenjaz …

a rd iunqn;rn am'o'ou m

fa ,ou ; tou zouza fan-
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d hs n ; row! Minc… a\vm a\d .mbakn;rn oun ;z;l ;n 80 ,r =an a u a rtn;r … a\ sør hl

ou s oume ,a roun a koum ;n 40 ;ra . an ; r !

1994-in :r… ani kl i n i ka\ oum bazou;l h ata mn a b ouv a kan corrord ka b i n ; te% ore

1995-i |oun isiz pro` ila u orou;l h orphs ørj od ;n tik ka b i n ; t !

1995-i Øg os tosi 1-iz bazou;l h Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an Giu m rii masna-

yiu [ ê  man ka kan ata mn a b ouv a kan kl i n i ka 4 ka b i n ; t n ; row!

’ rag roua‘ h or 1996-i Øg os tosiz gor ‘ ;n na… St; 'an a k; rti … Gorisi masna-

yiu [; rê 2 - a kan ata mn a b ouv a kan ka b i n ; t n ; row% … :r… ani kl i n i ka\i fi ng ; rord

a ta mn a b ouv a kan ka b i n ; tê  bolorn hl dar]-

; al ka fa u oroua‘ am;ri k; an vaman a ka ki z

s a rq a u orou mn ; row … gor ‘ iqn ; row!

Anza‘ 3 ta ri n ; ri enjazq oum :r… ani kl i-

n i ka\ oum an wyar ard hn bouv ou;l ;n 8500

; ra . an;r (bazi an frav ; ,t a\ z; lou j iunn ; ri

j ouiz)% isk 1500-n hl f; rj ag roua‘ ;n bouv ou m

s tan alou fa m a r !

G iu m rii kl i n i ka\ oum anza‘ 10 amis n ; ri

e n j a zq oum bouv ou;l ;n 2500 ;ra . an;r …

1300-n hl̂  f; rj ag roua‘ ;n !

B ouv oua‘ … f; rj ag roua‘ bolor ;ra . an ; re

s ta z;l ;n kan.arg;lic bouv m an lriu ka m

m a s n a ki kou rs … sowor;l ata mn ; ri .n a mq i

kan onn ; rê a pa fowou ; low kl i n i ka\i ko[miz an wyar atami .oxan a kn ; row … `tora-

\in ma‘ou kn ; row! Isk 1993-in kl i n i ka\i ko[miz atami .oxan a kn;r ;n trou;l na… :-

r… ani man ka pa rt hxn ; ri … ta rra kan dasarann ; ri 120%000-iz au;l a,a k; rt n ; ri !

1993-1996% Am;ri ka\i fa\ masnag ht pro` ; s or n ; ri 6 a\ z; lou j iunn ; ri enjazq ou m %

: r… ani K;n tron oum ira kan a zou;l h ou s ouzo[a kan fs ka\ a kan a,. a tanq% our bazi

G a ra khøx; an kl i n i kan ; ri ata mn a b o\vn ; riz% endg rkou;l ;n na… fan ra p; tou j ; an …

A r za.i ta rb;r stom a tolog ia kan kl i n i kan ; ri mi qani tasn;ak masnag htn;r …

b a r ] ra zr;l ir;nz masnag ita kan ora ka u orou m e !

1996-i Ma rtiz :r… ani kl i n i kan ‘a®a\ oum h na… orphs ou s ou mn a kan baxa

: r… ani bv,ka kan stom a tolog ia kan bavni ou s an o[n ; ri famar! Anza‘ 4 amis n ; ri

e n j a zq oum man ka kan ata mn a b ouv ou j ; an gor ‘n a kan ou s ouzoum ;n anz;l auarta kan

kou rsi 72 ou s an o[n;r … 6 int; r n is t n ; r !

G a ra khøx; an ma\r K;n troni Wa r c ou j ; an^ an]amb na.agaf Ør& Lh\la Gara-

khøx; ani% Fa\ a s tani A®o[=a pa fou j ; an Na.ara rou j ; an … Fa\ a s tani Gara-

khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an >or frd a tou Ma rmni an d a mn ; ri … o[= a,. a ta kaxmi 'o.-

fa m a ] a\ n ;zoua‘% ‘rag ra u oroua‘ … f; t… o[a kan a,. a tanqi ,nor fiu% cn a\a‘ ka r y

v a m an a ka m i =ozin% Fa\ a s tani Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j iune dar];l h øri n a k; l i

K ;n tron^ jh* kaxm a k; rpa kan% jh* g or ‘n a kan - b ouv a kan øgn ou j ; an% jh* m a rd a s i-

ra kan øri n a k; l iou j ; an% jh* ou s ouzo[a kan … jh* Fa\ r;n iq - S'iu ®q \ara b ; rou j iunn ;-

rî  vaman a ki og oun fa m a pa ta s . an% ard iun a u ht gor ‘n a kan ou j ; an a®ou mn ; row!
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• Contribution to the Reconstructive and
Plastic Surgery Clinic:

H K C C $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0
Miss Leila Karagheusian $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0

• Program for Winter Relief $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0



Ir go\ ou j ; an 75 ta ri n ; ri enjazq oum Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an Wa r c ou j iun e

m ,ta phs f; t…;l h fimn a d ir Mifran Gara khøx; ani patgamin&&& Orb an ozi fim-

n a d rm an a®ij ow asoua‘& ªOu s oume gor ‘n a kan k; anqi pa tra s tou j ; an ‘rag irow º

troui% na… ªQris ton ha kan … fa\ ;zi og iowº n;r,ncou i !

: ra . ta pa rt ;nq arvan a\ i ,a tak Mifran% Xaphl … Faou e rt gara khøx; an-

n ; rin … ,nor fa kal̂  Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n tron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an na.a-

gaf% an an ]n a kan ou ra . ou j ; an an ,a fa .n d ir f; t… ord% k; anqi miak npa ta ke

G a ra khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an ‘rag r; ri irag or ‘ m an … mard a s irou j ; an mh= t; s n o[ %

b axm a wa s tak axg a\in bar; rar … bar; s hr Ør& Lh\la Gara khøx; anin& An a fit …

N ou par Dauij ; ann ; ri n^ au;li qan 50 ta ri Gara khøx; an k;n tronn ; ri gor ‘ oun h-

ou j iune [; ka wa r; lou% ‘rag r;r kaxm ; lou … irag or ‘ ; lou% Gara khøx; an Fasta tou-

j ; an pa tm ou j iune ,a ra d r; lou … apag a\ s;roun dn ; rin \an ]n ; lou nou ira kan ‘a®a-

\ ou j ; an famar& incphs na… ,nor fa kalou j iun Gara khøx; an Fasta tou j ; an K;n t-

ron a kan Wa r c ou j ; an 'o. - n a . agaf Dokt & B ; rkrou fi Swa y; anin% Doktor |arou-

j iun Tor; anin% Htou a rt Yanyi k; anin% Mou ,;[ |arou j iun ; anin% endfan our tnø rhn

Wa rd an Pan tax; anin% W; ra pa tou;li Âop; rj Sa r g is ; anin% Doktor P; tros Ta-

ragy; anin% ata mn a b o\v doktorn;r P; tros :awrou - } ag ou kin% Wa rd an {ou ka s ; an i n

… bolor k;n tronn ; ri bolor a,. a ta ki z n ; ri n^ ir;nz an ,a fa .n d ir n;rd rm an fa m a r !

Acqi lo\si phs pa fpan ;nq ou xa r g a z n ;nq axg a\in mn a\ oun arvhqn;r dar]a‘

m;r bolor bar;g or ‘ a kan fa s ta tou j iunn ; rê i 'a®s Axat An ka. Fa\ a s tani … i

b a rø rou j iun fa\ vo[ow rdi i Fa\ a s tan … i s'iu®s a,. a r fi !

K a mø THR _ P:T R OS: AN

FG22

The staff of the dental clinic in Gumri, Armenia.



CH A P T E R 1 - TU R K E Y

( 1 9 2 1 - 1 9 2 4 )

BACKGROUND, ORIGIN AND PURPOSE

During the First World Wa r, 1 9 1 4 – 1 8 , t h e
Armenian population of Turkey was ruthlessly
d e p o r t e d , by order of the central government, f r o m
its ancestral home in Eastern Turkey as well as
from other regions of the country where they had
long been living. Most of them perished, e i t h e r
through slaughter or privation and disease. A m o n g
the survivors were several hundred thousand
orphans in a pitiful state. As soon as conditions
a l l o w e d , Armenian and non-Armenian—mostly
American—welfare agencies hastened to physically
rescue these homeless children and also ensure
their mental and moral development.

At the same time as these children were stray i n g
in the wastes of Anatolia and Syria, living on herbs
and roots, a fourteen year-old boy, smitten with
pneumonia in the Spring of 1918, was breathing his
last in a well-to-do home in New Yo r k . His father,
MIHRAN KARAGHEUSIAN of New Yo r k , R u g
M a n u f a c t u r e r, and his wife Zabel vowed that their
beloved Howard would not have died in vain. By 1921,
they had made up their minds; they would start a foundation the purpose of which would
b e : to perpetuate Howa r d ’s memory by striving to save from disease and the consequences
of ignorance and indigence deprived children of the Armenian people of which Mihran and
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HOWARD KARAGHEUSIAN COMMEMORATIVE CORPORATION

FROM ITS START IN 1921 TO 1970

Howard Karagheusian



Zabel themselves had been part. They were doubtlessly motivated in their choice of this
p u r p o s e, as much by the topical emergency mentioned above as by the source of their own
b e r e av e m e n t . In the same year, a “ H o ward Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation” wa s
registered in the State of New Yo r k . It was to be managed by a board of directors in New
York City, the members of which would consist of Mihran himself and a few kinsmen and
friends of his ch o i c e.

AN ORPHANAGE IN TURKEY

The purpose first took shape as a
boys’ orphanage in Constantinople
where a large number of the
deportation survivors had
c o n c e n t r a t e d . A local committee of
four members was appointed by
Mihran Karagheusian himself; two of
them were his own cousins, the two
others were friends in whom he had
full confidence. A large enough
building with grounds was rented for
three years in a beautifully located
s u b u r b. D r. Krikor Tav i t i a n , ch a i r m a n
of the local committee, was also
appointed director; he moved with his
family to a house adjoining the Home.
In November 1921 the first group of
b o y s, aged six to twelve, were admitted, soon followed by others, r e a ching a total of near one
h u n d r e d . They had been selected in accordance with criteria agreed upon.

Mihran wished the institution bearing the name of Howard to be much more than a mere
shelter for the homeless. He wanted it to be as nearly as possible a real home where the boys
would not only be decently fed and cl o t h e d , but would also receive a well-grounded—though
elementary—education preparing them to become self-supporting, honest Christian
members of their community. Mihran did not favor higher academic studies. He would
rather have his boys be trained in manual skills, w h i ch could better ensure their livelihood
and save them from becoming a burden to their community. He would also lay great stress
on the formation of Christian ch a r a c t e r.
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UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENTS

Hardly had a year elapsed since the first boys’ admission, when political upheavals put
into question the very existence of the “ H o ward Karagheusian Home” in T u r k e y. T h e
institution was being visited and admired as a model one to which none of the many
orphanages in the community could be compared. In the late summer of 1922, the wa r
smoldering in Asia Minor between the Greek army of occupation and the T u r k i s h
nationalist army led by Moustafa Kemal flared up abruptly leading to a battle which ended
in a rout of the Greek forces. Within a few day s, the Turks had reached Smyrna (Izmir) and
set the city on fire. The victorious Turkish nationalist A r m y, in high spirits, were now
making their way towards Constantinople.

The Christian population in the city was thereupon seized by panic and started leav i n g
the country in fear of outbursts of Turkish nationalistic and religious fanaticism, w h i ch
might even lead to massacres as had happened in the not too distant past. There were to be
none this time. H o w e v e r, D r. Tav i t i a n , who was deeply involved in Armenian community
affairs and who was in frequent contact with the Allied occupation authorities, was strongly
advised by the latter to do likewise. After an exchange of many cables with Mihran in New
York and much thought and consultation with his colleagues of the committee, he finally
decided to follow the advice. In his absence, the two remaining members, M i h r a n ’s cousins
Aram and Sarkis Karagheusian, would assume responsibility while the doctor’s wife,
A r o u s s i a g, who was already involved in the household day - t o - d ay care of the Home, w o u l d
assume the internal management. She was Mihran’s first cousin and very much dedicated
to the welfare of the boys.

IN SEARCH OF A COUNTRY TO SETTLE IN

Daily life continued with little change for a time. But soon, problems arose. There wa s
vexation on the part of Turkish neighbors of the Home. The Turkish internal
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w h i ch had been lax until then, now became very strict in the enforcement
of regulations, both existing ones and new ones which were being issued. The Home wa s
required to apply for an operation permit. The committee sought without success to obtain
support and protection from the U. S. high commissioner on the plea of Mihran’s A m e r i c a n
c i t i z e n s h i p.

Fi n a l l y, the committee’s application to the Turkish authorities met with a blunt refusal
and all the boys of the Home had to be dispersed in December 1923. The older ones were
apprenticed in manual trades; the others, numbering about seventy-five, were placed
temporarily in two boarding sch o o l s, pending a decision as to the future of the Home.
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During the year 1923, the doctor was studying general conditions in Rumania as well as
in neighboring countries in view of an eventual transfer and settlement of the Home, w h i ch
obviously could no longer remain in T u r k e y. The outcome was a recommendation to Mihran
that the Home be moved to Fr a n c e, where conditions were more stable and favorable than
in any of the other countries of the continent, and where Armenian communities were
growing through massive immigration.

THE MOVE TO FRANCE

Upon Mihran’s recommendation, D r. Tav i t i a n
r e a ched Paris in November 1923. T h r o u g h
a c q u a i n t a n c e s, he was able to apply for and obtain
an official permit for the settlement of the Home in
Fr a n c e. He also started inquiries about large
buildings near Paris available for purch a s e, but wa s
prevented by ill-health from following up the
s e a r ch . Mihran then decided to come over to Fr a n c e
himself in the following summer, with his family, t o
resume the search and concl u d e. The doctor died in
April 1924. His wife was willing to continue her
involvement when the Home would be operating
again in Fr a n c e. Her son Noubar, aged 23, wa s
available and likewise willing to work for the new
H o m e. Their engagement by HKCC was finalized by
Mihran when he came to France in June 1924. H e
was accompanied by his wife Zabel and his daughter
L e i l a , aged 22, whom he was eager to see involved in
the new project. Both wife and daughter were
looking forwa r d , as much as was Mihran, to re-
starting the Home in Fr a n c e.

In mid-July 1924, Mihran and his family, accompanied by an architect advisor and
N o u b a r, drove in a hired car due south west from Paris towards the Loire valley. After half
a dozen of buildings had been visited, Mihran chose “La Gaudinière”, an imposing ch â t e a u
built in 1865 by the Duc de la Roch e f o u c a u l d . It measured about 150 x 90 feet, was five
stories high, thus providing ample space for the purpose in view; the estate included 200
acres of surrounding forest land and several auxiliary buildings: s t a b l e s, servants’ quarters,
a ch a p e l , g a t e - k e e p e r ’s lodge. The deal was concluded in August at a very low price. T h e r e
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would be much expense, h o w e v e r, for altering the inside of the building to suit the
requirements of the Home and also for providing facilities which were lack i n g : a wa t e r
pumping and distributing system, central heating, and an autonomous electric current
generating plant.

Mihran made financial and administrative arrangements with Noubar, who wa s
entrusted with the general management pending the appointment of a director. Noubar and
his mother moved to La Gaudinière in September.
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